FOREWORD
the time has come when we Japanese must drastically
revise our opinions of England and the English. At the
present day, an Anglo-Japanese War is not the dream of a
fool nor even an unreasonable hypothesis. It is inevitable
unless either Japan stops the policy of expansion that she
has been driven to adopt under the most severe pressure,
or unless England, with her excessive number of colonies,
abandons her policy of the preservation of the status quo,
in which she holds firmly what she has already and will
relinquish nothing.
The truth is that the relative positions of Japan and
England today are very closely similar to those of England
and Germany before the Great War. I think that my
readers will be astonished to find how true this statement
is, for all that it may not be new to them. England took
alarm at the sudden rise of Germany and endeavoured
to nip it in the bud, but it was not until the World War
that she attained her object. So true is this that one can see
at a glance what the future holds for England in relation
to Japan, against whom, as this book clearly shows, she
cherishes similar aims.
Germany was strong in war. When it came to fighting,
she was certainly the strongest Power in the world. How
was it, then, that she was beaten in the end ? In one word,
she was beaten from the start in diplomacy. The military
clique ignored the diplomatists and did what they liked with
German foreign policy. If, in any country, the soldiers and
sailors control the conduct of foreign affairs, that country
will be beaten in war. This is the truth, though it sounds
untrue.
On the other hand, there can be no doubt that England
is the world's oldest hand at diplomacy. Was it not she who,
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